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Welcome to the Quest — A New Hero in Fantasyland
Teachers’ Resource Kit

At its heart, Quest — A New Hero in Fantasyland is a joyful celebration of creativity
and imagination. With its clever, catchy songs, humorous script, engaging
characters, and a clever, unpredictable storyline, the musical offers students an
unforgettable theatrical experience that’s as fun to rehearse as it is to perform.

This Teachers’ Resource Kit is designed to build on that enjoyment by offering a
wealth of opportunities to explore the themes, insights, and learning potential
woven through the show. You'll find:

7 A clear breakdown of key themes and where they appear in the script

7 Curriculum-aligned activities across multiple learning areas

(7 Discussion questions, creative thinking and writing prompts to extend student
understanding

(7 Insight into the symbolism and storytelling devices used throughout

7 A chance to link performance with deeper personal and classroom reflection

We hope these materials add extra value to your production — helping you extend
the magic of the musical into rich, purposeful learning experiences. Thank you for
the time,-energy and care you bring to working with your students. And as always, if
you have questions or would like further support, we’d love to hear from you.

Let the Quest begin! #
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Educational and Personal Benefits of Performing Quest

e Enhanced Learning: Involvement in Quest — A New Hero In
Fantasyland provides students with an engaging way to connect with the
Australian Curriculum. The musical supports key Learning Areas such as
English, The Arts, and Humanities, while also reinforcing General
Capabilities like Critical and Creative Thinking, Literacy, and Personal and
Social Capability (see Connections to the Australian Curriculum).

e Creativity and Expression: Through acting, singing, and movement,
students can bring their characters to life, developing creativity,
confidence, and storytelling skills. The fantasy setting encourages
imaginative thinking and artistic expression.

e Teamwork and Collaboration: As students work together to bring Quest
— A New Hero In Fantasyland to the stage, they develop important
teamwork and communication skills. Learning to cooperate, share ideas,
and solve problems as a group helps foster a strong sense of
camaraderie.

e Confidence and Public Speaking: Performing in Quest — A New Hero In
Fantasyland builds self-confidence and strengthens public speaking skills.
Whether delivering lines, singing, dancing, or contributing to ensemble
scenes, students develop the ability to present themselves with clarity and
poise.

¢ Understanding Storytelling and Symbolism: Quest— A New Hero In
Fantasyland introduces students to the structure of classic hero tales,
themes of good vs. bad, and the symbolic power of colours. These
elements provide rich opportunities for literary analysis, critical thinking,
and creative interpretation.

e Fun and Engagement: Above all, Quest— A New Hero In Fantasyland
is a fun and exciting experience! With its humorous script, engaging story,
playful characters, and catchy songs, students will enjoy every step of the
journey while building valuable skills and memories.

www.rockedmusic.com.au 3



Quest — A New Hero In Fantasyland ©John Duff ” h
Teachers’ Resource Kit e

Curriculum Links

Connections to the Australian Curriculum @\éﬁﬁ?ﬁ'@&um

Quest - A New Hero In Fantasyland offers an exciting opportunity for students to
explore various areas of the Australian Curriculum, offering engaging ways to
develop key knowledge, skills, and capabilities. Through its adventurous narrative
and rich thematic elements, the musical engages students in critical and creative
thinking, cultural exploration, and social development. The quest-based story fosters
collaborative learning while exploring universal themes of good versus bad,
resilience, and teamwork. Delivered with memorable songs and a humorous script,
Quest creates an entertaining and educational experience.

Learning Areas

Connections to The Arts in the Australian Curriculum

Quest - A New Hero In Fantasyland connects to The Arts in the Australian
Curriculum through its integration of Drama, Music, and Visual Arts.

« Drama: Students engage in performance and character development as they
explore archetypes like the hero, mentor, and villain, and how these roles are
represented in the musical.

« Music: The original songs.in Quest encourage students to analyse, interpret,
and perform musical works, focusing on narrative expression through song.

« Visual Arts: Students'explore the creative process through the design of
costumes, props, and sets that'enhance the world of Fantasyland.

Quest promotes Critical and Creative Thinking as students interpret how
music, drama, and visual elements convey the main themes.

Connections'to Technologies in the Australian Curriculum

Quest - A New Hero In Fantasyland offers students opportunities to engage with
Design and Technologies through the creation of props, costumes, and set pieces,
enhancing their understanding of design processes. Students can also explore
Digital Technologies by using tools for sound, lighting, and projection during the
production.

The musical presents a fascinating parallel between magic and technology—as
many of the magical elements in the story, such as enchanted objects or spells, can
be likened to technological innovations. Just as technology today might seem like
magic to those from the past, the characters' magical tools and abilities invite
students to explore how technology has evolved to the point where once
unimaginable feats—like flying or communicating instantly across vast distances—
are now possible. This connection sparks discussions about the imagination-driven
nature of both magic and technology, prompting students to consider how today’s
technological advancements might appear as “magic” to future generations.
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Connections to the Australian Curriculum cont'd @@/ 455550y

Connections to Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS)

Quest provides an opportunity for students to explore the cultural and social
values embedded in fairy tales.

o The musical invites reflection on moral dilemmas, such as trust vs.
deception (as exemplified by the villain Orica) and ethical choices made by
the characters.

« By exploring fairy tale themes, students examine how values and beliefs
are conveyed across cultures and time periods, reinforcing their
understanding of cultural diversity.

e Quest also provides a creative introduction to the history of fairytales,
exploring their evolution and impact on modern storytelling.

Connections to English

Quest offers rich opportunities for students to explore language and narrative
construction.

o Character development: Students analyse how language is used to create
distinct characters, such as the heroes; villains, and fairy tale creatures, and
how dialogue contributes to storytelling.

o Story structure: The musical’s quest narrative provides a compelling
example of how a story is structured, including key plot points like the call to
adventure, challenges, and the ultimate resolution.

» Literary devices: Students identify literary techniques, including humour,
puns and symbolism, used throughout the script.

Connections to Health. and Physical Education (HPE)

Quest encourages teamwork, collaboration, and resilience, essential aspects of both
the heroes’ journey and students’ own lives.

o Social skills: As students participate in group activities, they learn to support
each other, adapt to challenges, and build confidence.

o Physical performance: Through active participation in performance tasks,
students practice coordination, teamwork, and the physicality of bringing the
characters and story to life.
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Connections to the Australian Curriculum cont'd @@/ 455550y

General Capabilities

Connections to General Capability: Critical and Creative Thinking

Quest nurtures students’ Critical and Creative Thinking by encouraging them to
engage with complex themes such as ethics, moral choices, and problem-solving.

o Creative problem-solving: Students reflect on the heroes’ journey and how
the characters creatively solve problems to save Fantasyland.

e Innovation: The interwoven fairy tales in Quest inspire students to think
creatively about how traditional stories can be reimagined and adapted for
modern audiences.

Connections to General Capability: Personal and Social Capability

Quest fosters Personal and Social Capability as students work together to achieve
common goals.

o Teamwork: Just like the heroes in the musical, students engage in
collaborative projects, learning the value of supporting and respecting each
other.

» Self-awareness: As students reflect on their own strengths and challenges,
they learn the importance of personal growth and developing resilience.

« Emotional Regulation: The musical highlights how characters manage their
emotions in high-stakes moments, demonstrating perseverance, problem-
solving, and the ability to stay focused under pressure—key skills for
emotional resilience in real life.

Connections to General Capability: Ethical Understanding

Quest explores ethical decision-making through its characters’ actions and
dilemmas. The heroes 'must navigate trust, trickery, and deception, weighing honesty
against personal gain. The Magic Mirror's challenge forces them to make choices
that impact the fate of Fantasyland, reinforcing the importance of integrity and
responsibility. Through teamwork and problem-solving, the musical encourages
students to.consider fairness, consequences, and ethical reasoning in their own
lives.
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Connections to the Australian Curriculum cont'd @@/ 455550y

Connections to General Capability: Intercultural Understanding

Quest offers students an opportunity to reflect on how different cultures are
represented through the characters and settings of traditional fairy tales. While the
musical focuses primarily on Western fairy tales, it encourages students to consider
how various cultures shape the values and ideas expressed through storytelling. By
looking at characters like the Magic Mirror, the Big Bad Wolf or Snow White,
students can discuss the universal themes of bravery and good vs. evil. These
themes invite students to think about how diverse cultural traditions influence stories
and how those stories can be adapted or interpreted in different ways.

Cross Curricular Priorities

Connections to the Cross-Curricular Priority of Sustainability

While Quest doesn’t directly address environmental sustainability, it does offer
students the opportunity to reflect on the importance of responsible decision-making
and working together to overcome challenges. The heroes’ journey involves
collaboration and resilience—qualities that align with the broader idea of sustaining
positive outcomes in the face of adversity. The characters learn to make wise
choices for the good of others, a key lesson that can be extended to discussions
around sustainable practices in our communities and world.
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Central Themes

Quest — A New Hero In Fantasyland tells the story of two heroes tasked with
saving Fantasyland whilst exploring a range of thought-provoking themes. These
include:

1. The Hero’s Journey

The hero’s journey is a common narrative archetype that involves a hero who
goes on an adventure, learns a lesson, wins a victory with that newfound
knowledge, and then returns home transformed.

Y

2. The Power of Teamwork and Cooperation -0
In order to successfully complete any quest, it is.-necessary to work-with others. \‘/
b

3. Resilience and Perseverance

When difficulties are encountered it.is necessary to persist through each >l €
challenge. Characters must manage their frustrations and doubts to persist in
their Quest.

4. Good vs Evil/ Creation vs Destruction

Narratives often feature two opposing forces, often represented as characters or
groups.of characters.

5. The Magic of Stories and Imagination

5)
Our lives are enriched and informed by storytelling and creativity. r—}

6. Humour and Playfulness in Storytelling

The addition of playful twists to known stories can create humour. v
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Central Themes cont’d

7. Symbols and The Meaning of Colours

Symbols and colours are used in storytelling to add depth and meaning to a /-\
narrative, allowing authors to convey complex ideas, emotions, and themes in a

subtle and evocative way.

8. Trust, Trickery and Deception 5

When faced with deception, knowing who to trust is an important skill. ~

Look for these icons in the Teachers’ Resource Kit to easily locate examples of
these themes in the musical.
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Central Themes: Links to The Australian Curriculum

Australian
The following outlines specifically how the central themes of Quest — A @ | CURRICULUM
New Hero In Fantasyland align with the Australian Curriculum for Foundation
to Year 6.

This section establishes clear links between the musical’'s themes and specific
curriculum content, providing a framework for further discussion, creative writing, and
cross-curricular activities. These structured Classroom Activities can be found at the
end of each act in the Teachers’ Resource Kit.

1. The Hero’s Journey of

Curriculum Links: ﬁ

o English (Year 3-6): Exploring narrative structures and character
development.

o ACELT1601 (Year 3) — Discuss texts in which characters, events and
settings are portrayed in different ways, and speculate on the authors’
reasons.

o ACELT1608 (Year 5) — |dentify aspects of literary texts that convey
details about social, cultural and historical contexts.

Classroom Application: Students explore the key stages of the Hero’s Journey in
Quest, analysing character growth and personal transformation.

2. The Power of Teamwork and Cooperation -0
ad b
Curriculum Links: \‘/
[~

e Health and Physical Education (Year 3-6): Developing interpersonal and
teamwork skills.
o ACPPS034 (Year 3) — Describe factors that can positively influence
relationships and contribute to their own well-being.
o ACPPS055 (Year 5) — Practise skills to establish and manage
relationships.

Classroom Application: Students reflect on how characters collaborate to
overcome obstacles, considering the role of teamwork in their own lives.
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Central Themes: Links to The Australian Curriculum cont’d

3. Resilience and Perseverance
Curriculum Links: 9) ‘ (6
o Health and Physical Education (Year 3-6): Building resilience and
managing adversity.
o ACPPS033 (Year 3) — Examine health messages and how they relate
to making healthy and safe choices.
o ACPPS056 (Year 5) — Investigate community resources and strategies
to seek help about wellbeing concerns.
o Personal and Social Capability: Developing self-awareness and emotional

regulation.
o Self- awareness Element: Recognising emotions and their influence on
behaviour.

o Self-management Element: Strategies for persisting with challenges
and managing emotional responses.

Classroom Application: Students examine how characters persist through
challenges, drawing parallels to personal experiences of resilience. They also
explore how characters regulate emotions under pressure, reinforcing the
importance of emotional control and perseverance in real-life problem solving.

4. Good vs Evil / Creation vs. Destruction

Curriculum Links: 0

« English (Year 3-6): Understanding ethical dilemmas in texts.

o ACELT1602 (Year 3) — Draw connections between personal
experiences and those of characters in texts.

o ACELT1613 (Year 5) — Make connections between characters and
events in texts drawn from different cultural contexts.

e Cross-Curricular Priority: Sustainability: Exploring the impact of choices
on the environment and communities.

o ACI9S3U03 (Year 3) — Consider how people use scientific knowledge in
their decisions and actions, including the effects on others and the
environment.

o ACI9S5U03 (Year 5) — Investigate how scientific knowledge is used to
understand and manage resources sustainably.

Classroom Application: Students analyse moral conflicts in Quest, discussing the
choices characters make between creation, preservation, destruction, and
transformation, and how these themes relate to sustainability and environmental
responsibility.
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Central Themes: Links to The Australian Curriculum cont’d

5. The Magic of Stories and Imagination
Curriculum Links:

o English (Year 3-6): Creating and responding to imaginative texts.
o ACELT1791 (Year 3) — Create imaginative texts based on characters,
settings and events from students’ own experiences.
o ACELT1612 (Year 5) — Create literary texts that use fantasy settings
and characters inspired by familiar texts.

Classroom Application: Students explore how imagination fuels storytelling and
experiment with crafting their own fantasy-inspired narratives.

6. Humour and Playfulness in Storytelling
Curriculum Links: g

o English (Year 3-6): Understanding language devices in humorous and
playful texts.
o ACELT1606 (Year 4) — Identify and explain how humorous elements
are used in different types of texts.
o ACELY1682 (Year 5) — Understand how language can be used to
entertain and influence audiences.

Classroom Application: Students identify comedic techniques in Quest,
experimenting with humour in their own storytelling.

7. Symbols and The Meaning of Colours
\

Curriculum Links: m

o Visual Arts (Year 3-6): Exploring the meaning and symbolism in art.
o ACAVAM110 (Year 3) — Explore ideas and artworks inspired by
different cultures, including those of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Peoples.
o ACAVAM114 (Year 5) — Explain how visual conventions communicate
meaning in artworks.

Classroom Application: Students examine the significance of the rainbow in
Quest, discussing how colours symbolize hope, unity, and transformation.
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Central Themes: Links to The Australian Curriculum cont’d

8. Trust, Trickery and Deception

-
Curriculum Links: \5

o English (Year 3-6): Exploring trust and deception in literature.
o ACELT1596 (Year 3) — Discuss how authors use characters, settings,
and plot to entertain and engage readers.
o ACELT1610 (Year 5) — Identify aspects of literary texts thatreveal
different perspectives.

Classroom Application: Students explore how trust is built or broken in the story,
discussing how deception influences the characters’ choices and the overall plot.

Classroom Activities

At the end of each act, the Teachers’ Resource Kit provides Classroom Activities
that encourage students to engage more deeply with these themes. Through
Discussion Questions, Creative Writing Prompts, and Cross-Curricular Activities,
students can reflect on the story, connect it to their own experiences, and explore its
links to the curriculum in a creative and meaningful way.

Summary

Quest — A New Hero In Fantasyland offers a fantastic opportunity to explore key
themes in the classroom while aligning with the Australian Curriculum.

Through the hero’s journey, teamwork; resilience, and moral dilemmas, students can
engage in meaningful discussions and activities that build critical thinking and
creativity. Each theme is clearly linked to curriculum content, from English and
Health to Visual Arts and Sustainability. As you explore these topics with your
students, you'll be guiding them through important learning opportunities in narrative
analysis, ethical decision-making, and imaginative expression.

All of this is achieved through a humorous script, an engaging story, and memorable
songs thatwill captivate your students while reinforcing these essential skills.

www.rockedmusic.com.au 13



Quest — A New Hero In Fantasyland ©John Duff ” h
Teachers’ Resource Kit L‘l

A Guide to Classroom Resources for
Quest — A New Hero In Fantasyland

Background Context

Historical and literary background to enrich understanding of the fairy tale tradition.

Fairy Tale Copymaster

To support students’ understanding of the musical’s themes, we've provided student
friendly copymasters of the original fairy tales featured in Quest. You can read them
aloud or share them with students as a resource for classroom activities.

Script Notes

Insights into key references, types of humour and other elements of the script to
enrich understanding.

Thematic Links

Identification of where the central themes are reflected in the script.

Song Lyrics Analysis

Insights into the meaning.and structure of lyrics that support story and theme.

Classroom Activities

Discussion Questions

Thought-provoking questions that encourage students to reflect on themes,
characters, and events from each act.

Creative Writing

Prompts that engage students’ imaginations and inspire storytelling and personal
connections to the musical's themes.

Cross Curricular Activities

These activities provide opportunities for students to connect themes from each act
of the musical to a variety of subjects, fostering creativity, critical thinking, and cross-
curricular learning.
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Additional Production Notes

Casting

Inclusive Casting Options

The roles of Brandon T. Mann and Brandon L. Mann can be adapted for female or
non-binary students. Suggested alternatives include Brandi T. Star & Brandi L.
Star or the gender-neutral Bran T. Star & Bran L. Star. Dialogue lines like "You're

the man!" can also be adjusted to “You're the star!”, "You're the best!" or "You're the

one!" for inclusivity.

If your school wishes to adjust the gender of other roles in the cast, we are happy to

discuss possible changes. Please contact us first to ensure any modifications align
with the script and overall production.

The Three Little Pigs: A Tale Told Two Ways @:}
)

Songs: The Realtors and The Three Little Pigs

The Three Little Pigs lyrics appear twice.in different musical styles, highlighting the
themes of Humour and Playfulness in Storytelling and The Magic of Stories and

Imagination.

o The first version, The Realtors, is performed by the Mirror and the Pigs in the

middle of the scene. It has a laid-back blues feel, with vocals delivered in a
rhythmic, spoken style. The saxophone and guitar riffs add a sly, comedic
tone, setting.up the scene in a playful way. This version reflects how stories
can be retold with wit and clever reinterpretation.

o The second version, The Three Little Pigs, performed at the end of the
scene, is a fast-paced rock’n’roll song sung by the chorus group. Its high-
energy, enthusiastic style transforms the same lyrics into an exciting,
dynamic celebration of the story. This version captures the joy of storytelling
and how different interpretations can bring fresh life to familiar tales.

By presenting the same lyrics in two distinct ways, the musical reinforces the power

of storytelling, the fun of playing with different genres, and the creativity of
reimagining classic tales. This contrast can be used to explore how music and
performance style shape meaning and engagement.
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